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Mahaviracharita, Uttataramacharita, Anargharaghava, Balaramayana and Prasannaraghava among the dramas, and the Ramayanachampu are the chief among the innumerable Sanskrit works that derive their plots from the Ramayana* In the form of translation and adaptations^ it has found its place in all the languages of India. The prophecy about the future of the epic, found in the epic itself, that it will survive so long as the mountain ranges stand and the rivers continue to flow, has been more than fulfilled. (Vide Appendix A-§,)
The Mahabharata :    The three stages
The Mahabharata is the earliest example of Itihasa* It is a repository of all ancient legends and bard-songs. In its present form, it contains more than one lakh of verses or two lakhs and forty thousand lines and deals with a great variety of topics. It is divided into 18 books called Parvast sub-divided into minor parts, Avantara-Parvas* and contains 2109 chapters with a supplement known as the Harivamsa. It is eight times the Illyad and the Odyssey put together. Because of its length, the Mahabharata has been called a literary monster and it is by far the longest poem known to literary history. Even a superfical reader can easily see that it is not a single uniform epic but an encyclopaedic compilation of several compositions belonging to different ages and different authors, written in different styles and evidently with different purposes. Thef@ differences lead on© to the conclusion that thte